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likely that James  Stewart would  be of his mother's
religion, a Roman Catholic.

This difficulty, however, vanished with the others,
plots When after Mary's defeat at Langside she took refuge
h! in England, Elizabeth kept her a prisoner there. It was
natural that her Catholic friends should make plots on
her behalf, all the more that they were stirred up by the
Spaniards to do so. First came an insurrection in the
north of England, led by the Earls of Northumberland
and Westmorland. Then at intervals of a few years came
Ridolfi's plot and another headed by a priest named
Parsons, and finally Babington's plot, all with the same
object, namely, to murder Elizabeth and put Mary on
the throne. As Elizabeth found Mary a continual source
Execution of danger, we need not be surprised that she at last
158?'. caused her to be beheaded. Such an act may perhaps
be excused, but it cannot be commended. Mary had
come to her for assistance; instead of getting it, she had
been kept a prisoner nineteen years. Mary no doubt had
been a party to a plot against the life of Elizabeth, but
Elizabeth had done nothing to win the slightest gratitude
from her, nor had she left her any hope of escaping,
except by plots.

The result of Mary's long imprisonment and death had

James vi been to leave her son James, King of Scots and next heir

rauprotesp- to the throne of England, in the hands of her enemies

" in Scotland, who brought him up as a Presbyterian.  We

shall see that he did not keep to this church, but he

always remained a Protestant, and* as such England was

ready to welcome him as king.   Thus, when Elizabeth

died in 1603 the two crowns were united in one person.

union The two nations so long apparently hopeless enemies,

.    crowns! became reconciled, and James VI of Scotland became

" James I of England.